P A
€l Ajouz

TRAVEL TOURISM

Isfahan historically also rendered in English as Ispahan, Sepahan, Esfahan or Hispahan, is the

capital of Isfahan Province in Iran situated in the central Iran, south of Tehran vegutation
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center of Iran and a masterpiece of Persian culture. Isfahan is city of gardens, bridges and

Islamic art which date back to the 16tkentury. Isfahan tractions include beautiful bridges on

the Zayandeh River such as Khaju Bridge, Wo¢dbuobi) Bridge 33 arche®Bridge(Sb-seh

Pol); palaces such as Chehel Sotun (40 columns) Palace, Ali Qapu Palace, Hasht Behesht (8

paradises) Palace; mosques sucMdst YSQ a2 aljdzSx {KSA1K [20FFffl K a
attractions such as Madresgle Chahar Baq (a religious school), Nagislahan Square, Birds

Garden, and so on.
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Historic sites in Isfahan City

1. Chehel Sotun (4fillars) Palace

Several palaces were built in Isfahan, during Safavid era few of them have survived. Even
those which have survived were severely damaged. The palace of Chehel Satan (palace of 40
pillars) is located in a vast beautiful garden. The original garden was taan now. The
present garden is 60000 square meters. The palace area is about 2125 square meters. There is a
large pool in front of the palace. The first part of palace was built during Shah Abbas the great
period. The beautiful frontal mirror ornamerddwan (porchyvas built during Shah Abbas the
second era. It was used as a reception palace; foreign delegations and royal guests were
entertained in this palace.

2. Nagshe Jahan Square

Nagshe Jaharsquare(and latercalledimamsquare) is the second largest historical plaza in
the world afterTionanmen squartcated in Beijing, includingour of the most majestic
monuments of Isfahan Citilagsh means "pattern” and Jahan means "world". This square is the
most beautitil and magnificent sight of Isfahan. Several descriptions have been written about
this square. The square is 510 meters long and 163 meters wide and its area is about 80000
square meters




3. Ali Qapu Palace

At the west of Naghsk Jahan Square, just in front of Sheikh Lotfollah mosque, one of the
most magnificent palaces of 17th century is located. Ali Qapu Palace isknaseth palace all
over Iran. The first part of the palace was built in 1597. It wad asea residential palace. Shah
Abbas the great, ordered to construct the palace on the site of palace and garden from the
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expanded the palace and a music hall (rgamas constructed on the top of the paladée
palace is about 38 meters high, the loftiest and tallest building in the 17th ceritheye are 52
rooms, but because a long restoration most of rooms are closed to visitors.

4. Madresehye ChahaBaq (Chahar Ba§chool)
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17th century cultural complex in Isfaharhe compound was built during Soltan Hossein, a Safe
king, to serve as a theological adldrical school to train those who were interested in such
sciences. In order to finance the school, Soltan Hossein's mother had a large caravanserai bt
nearby, the income of which went to the foundation. The monumental portal from the main
avenue of Sah Abbas leads directly into a domed octagonal vestibule. The dome and the grei
part of the walls are covered in bright yellow bricks which give a feeling of lightness. The entr
gate decorated with gold facade and silver, and thewiteks inside lhe building are masterpieces
of fine art and industry. The central court, with its pool and garden, are surrounded by arcade
two levels, each giving access to a student's room




5. The Monar Jonban

The Monar Jonba(Shaking Minarets), or Men#&rjonban, is a manument located in
Isfahan. This construction began in 14th century on top of the tomb of Amu Abdollah
Karladania hermit buried here. Its notable feature is that if one of the minarets is shaken, the
other minaret will shake as wellt first, a porch was erected as a shrine for Amu Abdollah Sogla
and the brick minarets were constructed later, and are probably of Safavid dynasty era origin
(15th-17th centuries). Th@orchis 10 metres (33 ft) high and 10 metr@3 ft) in width, the
minarets are 7 metres (23 ft) taller and are 4 metres (13 ft) in circumference. The roof above the
shrine contains some skilled brickwoBecause of the ratio between the height and width of
the minarets and the width of the porcf,one minaret is shaken, the other will shake in unison.
This example of coupled oscillation can be observed from ground level.

Bridges on Zayandeh River in Isfahan City

1. Sto-Seh Pol (3&rchesBridge)

Sto-SehPol(which means 33 Bridges or the Bridge of 33 Arches), also called the/AHdinKhan
Bridge, is one of the eleven bridges of Isfahan. This is probably the most famous of Isfahan's |
The bridgeconnects central Chahar Bagkienueto the lower part of Chahar Bagh Avenue. It is me
up oftwo rows of33 arches, commissioned in 1602 by Shah Abbas | from his chancellor Alla
Khan Undiladze, an Iranian ethnic Georgian. The nameS&h Pol, islerived from the Persiar
equivalent for 33 (Si-Seh). There is a larger base plank at the start of the bridge where
Zayandeh River flows under it, supporting a tea house. It is highly ranked as being one of th
famous examples of Safavid bridgesayn.
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2. Khaju Bridge

Khaju Bridge is arguably the finest bridge in the province of Isfahan. It was built by the Persie
Safavid king, Shah Abbas Il around 1650 C.E., on the foundations of an older bridge. Serving a
bridge, and a dam (or a weir), it links the Khaju ¢graon the north bank with the Zoroastrian
quarter across the Zayandeh River.Khaju Bridge has 24 arches and is 133 meters long and 12
wide. The pass way of the bridge is 7.5 meters wide, made of bricks and stones with 21 larger ¢
smaller inletand outlet channels. The pieces of stone used in this bridge are over 2 meters long
the distance between every channel and the ceiling base is 21 meters. The existing inscriptions
suggest that the bridge was repaired in 1873

3.Chubi (WoodenPBridge

Another bridge built on the Zayandeh River in Isfahan is Chubi (Wooden) Bridge also known
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Dast and Ayeneh Khaneh Palaces. This narrow bridge vétigthlof about 147 m is located
between Sio-Seh Pol (AllaWerdi Khan Bridge) and Khaju Bridge. It was built in 1065 A.H. on the
order of Shah Abbas Il and now is located in Kamal Isma'il Avenue.




Mosques and places of pilgrimage in Isfahan City

1. Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque

A masterpiece of world's architecture was built during the reign of Shah Abbas the gree
Sheikh Lotfollah was one of Shiite prominent, preachers and clergies who came from Jabal
in Lebanon to Isfahan. Shah Abbas supported him and Sheikh took up residence in Isfahar
the sheikh Lotfollah mosque was named after him. The mosque was ssedlzeological schoo
and also as a royal mosque. It was started to be built in 1602 and it was completed in 1619
mosque is located on the great Nagksliahan Square and it is said it was used as a private
mosque for Shah and royal family. The pdamdl layout of the mosque is different from other
I[ranian mosques.

2. VankCathedral

Vank Cathedral was one of the first churches to be established in Jolfa district, Isfahan City
by Armenian deportees settled by Shah Abbas | after the Ottoman War of16888 The
varying fortunes and independence of this subadioss the Zayandeh River and its eclectic mix
of European missionaries, mercenaries and travelers can be traced almost chronologically in the
cathedral's combination of building styles and contrasts in its external and internal architectural
treatment. Construction is believed to have begun in 1606, and completed with major
alterations to design between 1655 and 1664 under the supervision of Archbishop Danid.
means "monastery" or "convent” in the Armenian language.
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3. Saint Mary Church

Saint Mary Church is the second old church afserob Church or Saint James Church,
LAaFIKFy® LG o6l a odzAf i 0iR1613 AM, Nuriig Saddvidpediathe F
church has beautiful paintings on the walls. On the north and soutls wedre are two
paintings, that is the work of a Venetian skilled artist, presented by Mr.Grak related to 30C
hundred years agdecause the church has been called Mary, women were more likely to |
to church. In the past, groups of girls and woman fréva Julfa neighborhood came to churck
on Wednesday€On Wednesday before Easter, some came to church barefoot to take part
Mary's pleasureand happinesdn 1848 AD, the bell towdrouse,was built in the western part
and above the church entrance, adgt to the south side of the building, a chapel
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Gardens is Esfahan

2. Flowers Garden

Isfahan'd~lower Garden is one of Iran's great green space projects wechicompleted in
1990s in Isfahan. The garden serves multiple purposes. It's a recreational, cultural, educ
and research center. The buildings of the garden have Iranian traditional eleridet® are
different parts in the gardernlheentrancepavilion including a building with the dimensions ¢
6x9 meters and a height of 6 m. At the ground floor, there's an information office. The w
landscape of the garden can be viewed from the deck of the building's first floor. The st
floor includes a haflor showing movies and slides about various kinds of plants.



